The Shoulder and Elbow Journal was first published in July 2009. Since then, we have had 24 issues, which have included numerous published scientific articles, reviews, etc. From humble if not anxious beginnings, the journal has gone from strength to strength. In the first edition, I likened the launch of the journal to that of a ship, with all the concerns that this entailed. I am pleased to say, however, that we appear to have overcome our initial difficulties in so much that the journal now continues to prosper. Last year, we had the highest number of submitted scientific articles ever. As you are aware, we have also had a number of excellent reviews and I am particularly pleased with the series of reviews on examination techniques that are in the throws of being completed. One potential sadness however is that we are not yet being indexed by PubMed Central which is a citation database. Rest assured that this will remain the number one priority.
As you will appreciate, all of this has taken a significant amount of time and I have to tell you that 6 years is a long time to be Editor. As such, I think it is now appropriate that I pass on the torch to someone who can bring new ideas, energy, etc. On a personal and professional level, I am extremely pleased that my good friend David Stanley has agreed to take up the role. I have no doubt that, under his custodianship, the journal will flourish further.
Finally, I would like to thank a number of individuals, particularly Stella Crank, who has worked tirelessly as the editorial assistant over all these years. Without this, the journal would undoubtedly not have been what it is today. Added to that, I thank the associate editors, all of whom have worked tirelessly. In addition, I thank our reviewers, who also when asked have given freely of their time. Finally, I thank the publishers, initially Wiley-Blackwell and subsequently SAGE.
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